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SUBJECT: RESEARCH VESSEL CLERANCE REQUEST 

REF: (A) STATE 058024; (B) NEW DELHI 2948; (C) STATE A-579; 

(D) NEW DELHI 3454 

1 . WE WOULD LIKE TO CLARIFY POINTS MADE IN PARA 1 OF REFERENCE A. 
THE PROCEDURE WHEREBY EMBASSY SUBMITS NOTE TO MINISTRY OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS FOR VESSEL CLEARANCE HAS NOT RESULTED IN A 
POSITIVE RESPONSE FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

2. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING FROM DISCUSSIONS WITH DR. R.D. 
DESHPANDE, DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION, DEPARTMENT 
OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, THAT BY FAR THE BEST CHANCE OF 
OBTAINING GOI CLEARANCE IS IF PART OF THE CRUISE IS SHOWN 

AS A JOINT PROJECT BETWEEN INDIAN AND US INSTITUTIONS. THIS SHOULD 
NOT BE DIFFICULT BECAUSE IN ALMOST ALL PREVIOUS CASES THE US 
SIDE INVITED INDIAN OCEANOGRAPHERS TO BEABOARD ESPECIALLY WHEN 
THE SHIP WAS IN OR NEAR INDIAN WATERS, THE INDIAN SCIENTISTS 
WERE OFFERED RAW AND REDUCED DATA FOR THAT PART OF THE CRUISE. 
US SCIENTISTS SHOULD TRY AND FIND COLLABORATORS AMONG 
INDIAN SCIENTISTS WHO WOULD BE PREPARED TO WRITE SUCH 
A JOINT PROPOSAL. IT SHOULD INCLUDE INDIAN SCIENTISTS BEING 
ON BOARD FOR THAT PART OF THE CRUISE, SHARING THE DATA DURING 
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THAT PERIOD AND REDUCTION OF THAT DATA JOINTLY OR INDIVIDUALLY 
TO MUTUAL ADVANTAGE. WRITING OF THIS PROPOSAL 
WOULD BE INDICATIVE TO THE GOI OF INDIAN SCIENTIFIC INTEREST 
IN SUCH A CRUISE. THE INDIAN SCIENTIST SHOULD SUBMIT THE 
PROPOSAL TO THE GOI DEPARMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. 

COPIES OF THE PROPOSAL SHOULD ALSO BE SENT TO THE INDIAN 
SCICOUNS IN WASHINGTON AND TO THE SCICOUNS IN NEW DELHI. 
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THE LATTER COULD PROVIDE THE NECESSARY FOLLOW-UP PARTICULARLY 
WITH THE DST. SINCE CRUISE PROGRAMS ARE KNOWN MORE THAN A 
YEAR IN ADVANCE, US SCIENTISTS SHOULD INITIATE CONTACTS ON THE 
JOINT PROPOSAL RIGHT AT THE OUTSET. LONG LEAD TIME WILL ALSO BE 
NECESSARY SINCE THE NUMBER OF INDIAN OCEANOGRAPHERS AVAILABLE 
TO TAKE PART IN CRUISES IN LIMITED. ADDITIONALLY, INDIAN SCIENTISTS 
ARE ALSO INVOLVED IN THEIR OWN RESEARCH ON INDIAN CRUISE SHIPS 
AND NEED TO PLAN AHEAD TO BE AVAILABLE FOR BOTH US AND INDIAN 
CRUISES. 

3. THERE IS ONE ENORMOUS ADVANTAGE TO HAVING A US-INDIAN 
APPROVED PROJECT. THE CLEARANCE OF THE US CRUISE IN INDIAN 
WATERS IS PART OF THE PROJECT. THE DST WILL BE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR OBTAINING THE CLEARANCES. ONCE THE PROJECT IS APPROVED BY 
THE GOI NO EMBASSY ACTION OR DIPLOMATIC NOTE WILL BE REQUIRED. 

4. ONLY IN CASES WHERE SUCH A JOINT PROPOSAL CANNOT BE 
SUBMITTED, THE EMBASSY SHOULD UNDERTAKE TO APPROACH THE 
MEA WITH A DIP NOTE TO OBTAIN CLEARANCES ON CRUISE SHIPS. 

WE FEEL THAT UNTIL THE ISSUE CONFRONTING THE LAW OF THE SEA 
CONFERENCE ARE RESOLVED, CHANCES OF GOI APPROVAL THROUGH THIS 
PROCEDURE ARE DIM. 

5. INFORMATION GOI REQUIRES ON THE CRUISES IN COVERED IN REFTEL D. 

6. IN A RECENT DISCUSSION AT THE DST ON THE JOINT WORKSHOP ON 
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OCEANOGRAPHY WE UNDERSTOOD THAT TOPICS FOR JOINT COOPERATION LISTED 
IN REFTEL B WOULD BE REVISED INCORPORATING INDIAN PRIORITIES AND 
SUSCEPTIBILITIES. OCEANOGRAPHIC AGENCIES IN INDIA HAVE YET TO 
DETERMINE THE AREAS OF OCEANOGRAPHY ON WHICH THEY SHOULD 
COLLABORATE WITH US. ON AN OPTIMISTIC NOTE, WE ARE TOLD THAT 
THIS INFORMATION SHOULD BE AVAILABLE IN A MONTH. IN LIGHT 
OF THIS WE PREFER THAT THE SUBJECT OF RESEARCH CLEARANCE ON US 
OCEANOGRAPHIC SHIPS SHOULD BE ON AN INFORMAL BASIS AMONG 
SCIENTISTS OF BOTH COUNTRIES AT THE WORKSHOP AND WE AGREE 
WITH YOU THAT THIS LOW KEY APPROACH IS PREFERABLE. 

7. AS AN ADDED NOTE, THE WEST GERMANS ARE GIVING THE GOI 

A SOPHISTICATED OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH VESSEL COSTING AROUND 
$25 MILLION. DESHPANDE SAID THAT US SCIENTISTS WILL PROBABLY 
BE ASKED TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH CONDUCTED BY THIS SHIP IN 
AND AROUND INDIAN WATERS. 

8. EXAMPLES OF DIPLOMATIC NOTES ARE BEING POUCHED. 

GOHEEN 
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